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PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA

PAPER

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
SENATOR THE HONOURABLE STEPHEN PARRY

8 November 2016

Mr Andrew Phelan
Principal Registrar
High Court of Australia
PO Box 6309

Kingston ACT 2604

Dear Mr Phelan

On 7 November 2016, the Senate resolved that certain questions respecting a vacancy in the
representation of Western Australia in the Senate for the place for which Senator Rodney
Norman Culleton was returned should be referred to the Court of Disputed Returns. The
full text of the resolution is contained in the Journals of the Senate No. 12, entry no. 10 of

7 November 2016, p. 375, a copy of which is attached.

Pursuant to section 377 of the Commontwealth Electoral Act 1918, I transmit to the High Court
of Australia, in its jurisdiction as the Court of Disputed Returns under Part XXII of that Act,
the following statement of the questions upon which the determination of the Court is
desired: -

(1) Rodney Norman Culleton was returned on 2 August 2016 as elected as a senator for
the State of Western Australia at the general election for the Parliament held on 2 July
2016;

(2) On7 November 2016, the President of the Senate, Senator the Hon Stephen Parry,
tabled in the Senate:

(a) aletter to the President, dated 6 November 2016, from the Leader of the
. Government in the Senate and Attorney-General, Senator the Hon George
Brandis QC, to which was appended a document entitled ‘Statement of Facts -
Senator Culleton matter’ (copies attached);

(b) copies of orders (3) from the Local Court of NSW, Armidale in matter
2015/00207643, dated 2 March, 8 August and 25 October 2016 (copies attached)

(c) anemail to the President, dated 30 October 2016, 6.31 pm, from Senator Culleton
(copies attached);
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(4) Alsoon 7 November 2016, after debate on a motion, the Senate resolved to refer to the
Court of Disputed Returns the following questions:

(a) whether, by reason of s 44(ii) of the Constitution, or for any other reason, there is
a vacancy in the representation of Western Australia in the Senate for the place
for which Senator Rodney Norman Culleton was returned;

(b) if the answer to Question (a) is “yes”, by what means and in what manner that
vacancy should be filled;

(c) what directions and other orders, if any, should the Court make in order to hear
and finally dispose of this reference; and

(d) what, if any, orders should be made as to the costs of these proceedings.

In addition to the material referred to in the preceding paragraphs as attached to this letter,
the following proceedings, papers and documents relating to the questions are also
transmitted:

o copy of the writ issued by the Governor of Western Australia, dated 16 May 2016, for
the election of 12 senators for the State of Western Australia with an endorsement by
the Australian Electoral Officer for the State of Western Australia, Ms Marie Neilson,
certifying and returning the persons duly elected, tabled in the Senate on 30 August
2016 (Journals of the Senate No. 1, entry no. 4, p. 4, also attached);

e extracts from Senate Debates, 7 November 2016, together with copies of documents
tabled in the course of the debate by Senator Culleton and the Leader of Pauline
Hanson's One Nation, Senator Hanson, as detailed in the Journals of the Senate No. 12,

pp. 376<6,a ed.
Yours fai y

(STEPHEN PARRY)





